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Just before the service the announcements for the week are made.

The Gathering of the Community
Priest

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,



and the love of God



and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit



be with you all.

People 
And also with you .
Priest
Be attentive, O child of God.

All
Remember all is one all is in God.


Approach with love.


Love with all your heart, 



love with all your soul, 


love with all your mind, 


love with all your strength.


Remember you are beloved.


So too is your neighbour.


Therefore love your neighbour 


as you love yourself.


Be attentive!
The Collect of the Christmas said by all,


Eternal God


this holy night is radiant


with the brilliance of your one true light.


As we have known that light in Jesus


May we know it more fully

 
in all the mystery


of your eternal divinity.


Amen.

Carol 
With each reading a candle of the Advent Wreath is lit.

 
A reading from......


* Isaiah 9;2-7


Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.


Thanks be to God
Anthem


A reading from......


* Micah 5;2-5a


Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.


Thanks be to God
Meditation

Carol


A reading from......


*Mark 1;1-8


Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.


Thanks be to God
All;
Gracious God,

we come before you to welcome the Christ-child.

Make straight the path of Christ within us,

that we may make a cradle in our souls,

and a home in our hearts, 

for the one is and is to come.

Amen.

Anthem


A reading from......


*Luke 2;1-7


Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.


Thanks be to God
Carol

A reading from......


*John 1;1-4


Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.


Thanks be to God
Homily

Following the Homily people are invited to come towards the Creche and light a candle of the prayers they bring to God this sacred night.

The Peace
The people stand
Priest;
May the Peace of the Lord be with you.

All
And also with you.

Offering Carol

Prayer over the gifts

We offer our gifts to you Lord,


as you offered yourself to us


in the moment of your birth. 


Take these small tokens of our love


and accept them for our blessing. Amen.

Priest

May God be with you.

People

And also with you.

Priest

Lift up your hearts.

People

We lift them up to God.

Priest

Let us give thanks to God our Creator.

People

It is right to offer thanks and praise.

Priest
Blessed are you God of new birth.


In a manger far away a child was born this night,


and we gather here to wonder at your grace.


Make of us a place in which your love may grow.


In the promise of salvation


you held Mary and Joseph, 


growing a child into their love.


You made an ordinary home


a place for the Christ to blossom in Jesus.


In hope and faith you lead each of us


to the fullness


of the stature of Christ.

And so with prophets, teachers and counsellors, 


with all children growing to holiness, 


we join our voices singing....

People
Holy, holy, holy Lord.


God of passion and life.


Heaven and earth are full of your radiance.


Hosanna in the highest.


Bless’d is the one who comes 


in the name of our God.


Hosanna in the highest.

Priest
Blessed are you gracious God,


for calling us into the fellowship of Jesus.



As his death drew near 


he gathered his followers 


to strengthen them with holy food.


He took bread, 


blessed it, broke it and offered it to them saying,

“Take this and eat it. It is my body, broken for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”


He took wine, 


blessed it, and offered it to them saying,


“Drink of this all of you .


This is my blood,


of a new and eternal covenant,


shed for you and for many 


that your sins may be forgiven.


Whenever you drink it


do this in memory of me.”

All:
Come Holy Spirit,


come upon these gifts 


and upon those who gather here.


Make a cradle of our hands


and of our hearts.


Make of our lives and of this Church


a place in which the Christ may again be found.

As we remember Jesus’ incarnation, 


may the Christ be made flesh in us,


that this church may be Christ’s body


and we may be Christ’s lips to speak,


ears to hear, hands to heal


and heart to love.


May we who gather as Christians 


around this table


be filled with the life of Christ,


to the  praise and glory and joy


of our Creator and God. Amen.


As the One who was raised has taught us 


let us pray,


Our Father in heaven

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread 

and forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power 


and the glory are yours,


now and for ever. Amen. 
Invitation to Communion

God did not reject a manger

nor turn out cattle form the sacred place of birth.

So God will not turn you away,

you who come with wonder or with faith,

you who come with questions or with hope.

Come, receive the gift of God in bread and wine

that God may give to you the birth of the divine.

Communion is shared

[all people of good faith are invited to receive communion at the altar rail]

Carol during communion.

            Post communion Carols

Final Prayers


God of those who wait for the light

You have fed us with holy food 

and nourished us with holy drink.

Make us holy people 

that we might bring blessings to all we touch.
In the name of Jesus,

the Risen Christ, our Lord. Amen


The Blessing.

All:
The blessing of the God of life be ours

The blessing of the loving Christ be ours

The blessing of the Holy Spirit be ours

to cherish us, to help us, to make us holy.
Priest:
The blessing of the one God


Creator, Redeemer and Sanctifier


be upon you to raise you to new life


now and always. Amen




Final Carol


Dismissal

Go out into the darkness

and in it know that a flame is kindled,

a light is burning,

a child looks into a mother’s eyes,

and Christ is born.

The mystery of divinity,

beyond our comprehending

is enfolded in a birth.

What more may it become?

The materials for this were written by Rev David Howells. They may be used with permission

