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Tom’s Message:

Things Seen and Unseen

Rarely do I read a book that makes such an impression on me as this one. The D&P St. James study group has been delving deeply into the rich content of Nora Gallagher’s book. From Advent to OrdinaryTime she takes the reader on a liturgical and spiritual journey of one year lived as a Christian applying her faith in the world.

In the conversations that have ensued I have been reminded of the kinds of things that people hunger and thirst for in their lives of faith. Many people are looking for a “practical Christianity” in their churches. So that it is not so much about the liturgy and preaching though those are very important, but rather it is about connecting the liturgy and preaching with a Christianity that passionately believes in the incarnation. God is here says that teaching of the church. God came in the form of a human over 2000 years ago and God continues to be here now. How do we better connect the Sunday experience with the wider life of being involved in our community?

One of the ways is by really getting to know the neighbourhood our church is in. How do we do that? How many have been to the Brant Ave food pantry? How many know all of the people in the houses surrounding the church?

What if there was a way to connect these things seen and unseen?

A church that is known by its neighbours is a church that has looked far beyond Sunday morning for its identity in the community. Then we appear as not an exclusive country club, but a group of people who come to church who deeply care about other people.

As we enter the summer season I ask you to take this to prayer and to share with me ways that we could enter into the fabric of our community.

Blessings,

Tom

The Reverend Tom Vaughn

As we reflect on where we are, we are trying to make changes in our communications to better reflect the activities and people of St David & St Patrick’s.

This is a work in progress. We welcome your comments and ideas on what you might like to see included in your Newsletter. 

Your Editors, Penny Richards & Isobel Boyle

NEWS & NOTES FROM OUR MINISTRIES

ACW

 All are welcome to the ACW Adult Pot-luck supper on Monday, June 7 at 6:00 pm. There is a sign-up sheet in the Narthex. 
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at 7 pm there will be a healthy chocolate (there’s an oxymoron for you!! ED.) tasting seminar/party. Our speakers Linda and Chris will share information both interesting and fun. There will be chocolate tasting for everyone!

Altar Guild

Thank you to all members and associate members for their work each week and for extra help on special occasions. Thanks to the members who helped on the April cleaning day. The Sanctuary needs to be cleaned and prepared each week for the Sunday services. The Guild needs to begin training new members to carry on this important ministry. Could you volunteer to join this group of dedicated workers who prepare the Sanctuary each week? Time required is about 4 hours every second month, and training is provided with experienced Guild members.

Speak to Lily Flewelling for more info. 519-763-0966

Choir

The Choir has had a busy and fulfilling year providing suitable worship music and leadership in singing, under the very capable direction of our Music Director Roger. We have a few more surprises before the end of June, and we will be ready to begin again in September with rested and refreshed voices. We thank the congregation for their support.

Coffee Hour – 8:30 and 10:30

The coffee time after the 8:30 service is a pleasant social gathering. Thank you to everyone who contributes treats, helps with hosting and clean up. Your presence and lively conversations help make this a family event.

The 10:30 ministry, under the direction of Valerie Webb and Michelle Normandin, is always looking for volunteers to add to the existing list. Speak to either lady if you would like to be part of helping with coffee time – the important social time of fellowship.

Flowers

There appears to be some confusion re requesting dates to have memorial flowers for the Altar. I hope the following information will help:

The form for the date you would like to request should be taken from the plexiglass container under the flower chart. This should be filled in as soon as possible and placed on the collection plate the following week. If the form is not turned in and someone requests the date you had chosen, it will be given to that person. We do have occasions where the date is important to more than one person, and at those times, with the permission of those involved, more than one dedication can be made for that date.

Please do not write on the Flower chart Putting your name on the chart will not hold that date for you, and it interferes with the appearance of the chart. The date is reserved for you when your form is returned.

Thank you for your continued support in providing flowers for the Altar.

Greeters

Thanks to the folks (Gord, Isobel Ellen, Roy, Martha & John, and Glenda) in the “Greeters” group for their faithfulness over the past year. We are the people at the door who greet you with a smile and cheery hello each Sunday. We welcome new members! Please speak to Glenda Agombar if you would like to join us 519-766-4026

Meditation Group

This group meets on Monday evenings at 7 pm in St Patrick’s Chapel for a quiet half-hour of meditation, followed by a relaxed 15 minutes for discussion and fellowship. Please speak to Juliana Switaj (519-823-9250) for further information.

Outreach

Our next Supper is June 12 and we will doing the main course of meatloaf and mashed potatoes.  Stay tuned for details in the bulletin.  Mark your calendars for September 25, 2010 and 

NewYears Day 2011!

We also always need volunteers to assist with serving. Val and Ron Webb are in charge of this important Outreach for our community and all contributions are gratefully accepted. We partner with St Paul’s Lutheran.

Val and Ron can be reached at 519-265-1641 or

 e-mail  rvwebb@rogers.com

IN MEMORIUM:

We would like to acknowledge the deaths of two long-standing members of our Parish family:

Ken Baum and Alf Hawkins

Kenneth Joseph Baum was born on January 9, 1918 in Toronto. As a young boy, Ken learned the fish trade, in his parents Toronto Fish Shop, before moving to Guelph in the 1930's. Ken was married to Mary Eleanor (Queenie) Brant who predeceased him in 1991. They had four sons, Allan, Joe, Bill and Don who attended St. Patrick's Church. Ken was a part owner of a laundry business and later ended his career as manager of the Homewood Laundry. He always took the tablecloths from church functions and laundered them for us. Ken was a lifetime member of St. Patrick's Church and St. David and St. Patrick's Church. He was a warden, lay reader and sidesperson along with the many other jobs involved with keeping active in a church. He was on the committee that decided to close the old church and move to the north end of Guelph. He felt very strongly about including the St. Patrick's name with St. David so that the heritage of the old church would not be forgotten. Ken was an avid gardener and each year would plant a half acre of various vegetables. He was most generous and gave away or sold most of the produce. He also did a lot of preserving of his bounty which he gave to his children and their families. Ken helped to decorate the church for the Harvest Services in October for many years. In March, 1992, to celebrate the twenty five year anniversary of St. D and P, Ken walked with a group of church members from York Road to St. D and P. He was quite active when he moved to Riverside Glen about ten years ago. He attended the early service at St. D and P, with the help of Ted Carter who picked him up each week for many years. He was a stalwart Book of Common Prayer person. Ken died on December 30, 2009 at the age of 91. The Book of Common Prayer Eucharist funeral service was held at St. D & P on January 7, 2010. 

 

Submitted by Lily Flewelling

Alfred Hawkins

If you ever participated in a discussion group with Alf you know of his compassion and passion for religion. Alf would ask the provocative questions and always give thoughtful and knowledgeable answers to questions asked by others.

Alf died March 15th in his 86th year. Alf moved from Elliot Lake to Guelph in 1989. He joined his friend Gwen who had moved here a few years. They were married at St David and St Patrick in 1999. Alf continued his work as a boiler engineer and then worked with one of his sons.  Alf had 4 children, 13 grandchildren and 2 great grandchildren.

In addition to Alf’s love for his church he had a great interest in politics and had even attempted to run for office earlier in his career.  Alf was a generous man with a heart for people. As Gwen stated “his heart dictated his actions - sometimes over sense”!  He will be missed by all.

Submitted by Isobel Boyle

Creation Cares

As human being we have been given a special responsibility for the earth specifically to protect God’s creation (Genesis 2:15 “the Lord God took man and put him in the Garden of Eden to till and keep it”). There are many references throughout the bible which call us to be stewards of all Creation.  As Bishop Colin Johnson stated in his sermon God asks us to care for creation, how creation is sustained and how it is renewed, and how it is shared, is not a passing fad but a central aspect of our response to God.

A food’s eco-footprint is affected by fertilizers, heated growth, refrigeration, transport distance, packaging etc. Check labels and origins, choose local food, it tastes better too!

Submitted by Isobel Boyle

FROM THE CORPORATION

Rebuilding the Ark: Progress in the Making

We’re slowly making headway in the task of rebuilding our battered Ark for the next 40 years. This hasn’t gone as fast as we would have liked, but slow and steady wins the race. 

Roof and Windows 

We finally secured the Bishop’s approval to proceed with the IRC Engineers to have them assess our structure’s ability to withstand the addition of a trussed roof and to figure out a fix for our leaky windows. Now we’re getting back to the engineers to find out what we need to do to actually get the work started.

Redesign and interior renovations

I’m sure you all noticed how sparkling clean the church was after the rousing clean up day in late April. Around two dozen stalwart D&P’rs came armed with buckets, rags and a will to ferret out dirt. Many thanks to all those who pitched in—and especially to Sue Wakefield and Robin Begin for their organizational skills (and to Robin for getting the pizza!)
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Clean-up crew             Sue & Earlby examine a

hard at work                mop
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Pearl cleans                   The crew enjoys a well

Nursery toys                  deserved lunch break!

We’re also on the road to tackling our other persistent problems. 

   Lynn Chambers brought in Bill, her electrician with a Master’s License husband, to do an assessment about the lighting in the front of our building. He suggested a higher wattage bulb in the fixture in the ground, along with backlighting the cross. The Redesign committee all thought that was a great idea, so Lynn is now looking at prices for getting that done.

      Lynn is also looking into the complexities of getting those filthy fans cleaned. This is proving to be not as straight forward as one would think, so stay tuned on this one. 

      There were many votes for doing something about the sign outside as well, as it is one of the most visible indicators of life inside the church. We’re in the process of getting suggestions and quotes for a few companies to see what our options are for a new sign. 

        The Redesign Committee also wanted to look at tackling our dingy entrance as a beginning to refreshing the whole look of our worship space. We hired Maureen Fyfe, the designer we used previously, to make some suggestions for us. The committee chose a durable and timeless Indian Copper stone for the flooring, a lovely matching tone for the walls, new rubber and bullnose for the stairs. We’re in the process of costing this all out, including installation of the flooring. We’ll do the painting ourselves. 

        Based on the great feedback that came from the survey process, David Kupp will rework the interior design of our worship space and then we’ll work on pricing it out. By the time that happens, we should have a clear idea about the costs for the roof and the windows as well. 

All this together will give us the big picture design and funding picture that will form the basis for our long-term vision and fund raising. Stay tuned!

Ellen Kupp

ANGLICANS AND LUTHERANS

“We are Family”

On Sunday May 23rd (Pentecost Sunday) we celebrated the relationship between the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada and the Anglican Church of Canada. Pastor Jeff Smith celebrated the Eucharist for us at both 8:30 and 10:30 while Father Tom preached. For many this was the first time seeing a Lutheran Pastor at an Anglican altar. It was a wonderful celebration that emphasized that the two denominations were “one in the same spirit as the Body of Christ.”

Anglicans and Lutherans across the world have always shared a special relationship as more catholic ordered churches that were not radical reformers at the time of the reformation in England. That is they both maintained most aspects of Catholicism. For Lutherans this meant the inclusion of the Episcopate (bishops) as part of there ordering. For Anglicans the historic three fold order of ordained ministry Deacon, Priest, and Bishop was maintained. Anglicans and Lutherans have never separated from one another in their respective histories.

In 2001 at a meeting of General Synod in Waterloo the Anglican Church of Canada and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada signed a declaration of full communion with one another. Full communion speaks of the entirely of the ways in which we recognize and accept one another. It means Lutheran pastors may be celebrants of the Eucharist in an Anglican Church and vice versa. It means a commitment to walk together in neighbouring parishes in ways that make sense and are spiritually healthy and beneficial to both communities.
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Agnus Day appears with permission of

www.agnusday.org and as per request, a hard copy of this newsletter will be sent.

More than any of this it is the words of the reading from Acts on Pentecost. “When the day of Pentecost came they were all together in one place.” Anglicans and Lutherans have discerned that the Holy Spirit has called us to be family. Family ought to support one another and celebrate one another’s joys and support one another in their sorrows.

By having St. Paul’s Lutheran church here on Pentecost we have stated that St. Paul’s is part of our family and we walk with them in Christian worship, life, and witness. Next year we are invited to St. Paul’s for their service. My hope is that we will have the kind of turn out they had in our beloved church.

Blessings,

Tom+

	DID YOU KNOW?

The Season of Pentecost lasts from 24 May to 27 November 2010 and is called “Ordinary Time”

The Altar is clothed in green to symbolize growth and life in the Church.

The readings call for Christians to carry out ‘The Great Commission’ – to baptize in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.

Trinity Sunday is the first Sunday after the Day of Pentecost.

Holy Cross Day in the Lutheran Church is September 14 and is the occasion for preaching on the theology of the Cross.

October 31, the Anglican All Souls’ Day, is the Reformation Day for Lutherans – the day when Martin Luther posted his debate topics to take advantage of the crowds passing by on their way to services. 

November 1 is All Saints’ Day
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A Student Intern at St.D&P
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Starting at the beginning of June, Judy Steers will enter into an internship with the parish. Judy is at a stage in her spiritual journey where she is asking for God’s guidance on the future. She has perceived a call to the priesthood and is exploring that call in our midst.

It gives all of us, including me, time to think about how we view the priesthood. There are many models and expectations out there. Some expect the priest to know when they are in the hospital, or to notice when they are not in church. This is not likely to happen most of the time. This view of the priesthood is the “personal chaplain” model. Others view the priesthood as a place for confessor and counselor. This view expects the priest to function in the role of counselor. Some see the priest as having one foot on earth and the other in heaven building bridges with God and God’s people. Some view the priest much more in the business matrix of the world where the priest is a transformational leader and conveyer of cultural change.

None of these models are bad, nor is one better than the other. They all come with expectations that need to be named in fairness to all and so that the field is cleared of mud on God’s playing surface of ministry in the world.

How do you view the priesthood at St. D&P?

For the coming months Judy will be immersed in the life of a parish in a slightly different way. There will be the usual things students do like teaching and preaching, sharing in the liturgical life of the parish, some visiting homes and hospitals, and nursing homes. There will be some administration and sharing in special services like funerals and weddings. Judy will also attend to her spiritual life, taking time to be still and feel the presence of God, she will be part of a learning group in the parish and look at the book “The Missional Leader.”

I ask your prayers for Judy, Sarah, Emily, and William during this time of discernment. I ask your prayers for me that I may be a supervisor who watches where God is at work in Judy, and prayers for all of us in our common ministry together building the kingdom of God in this place.

	Taken from “The Grapevine” 

the magazine of St Katherine’s Parish, Belfast {Pearl’s Parish)

May 2002

A Message From Heaven

Hello dear ones, this is God.

Today I will be handling all your problems.

Please remember that I do not need your help.

If life happens to deliver a situation to you that

you cannot handle, do not attempt to resolve it.

Kindly put it in the SFGTD (something for God to do) box. It will be addressed in My time, not yours. Once the matter is placed into the box, do not hold on to it.

Should you find yourself at a loss, and pondering what life is all about, asking what is my purpose, if you listen  with your heart 

I will tell you what it is.

Should you find yourself the victim of other 

people’s bitterness, ignorance, meanness or abuse, turn the other cheek and 

do not seek revenge…

Remember, I’ll be dealing with them Myself!

With all My love,

God




FROM OUR TREASURER

April 2010 Budget                                        Year to date Budget

Income:

PAP  $3609.35



$14,282.40                                                                

Envelope Giving 3,765.00


  19,063.60                                                

Open Giving  137.75 


       511.11

Memorial Flowers  25.00                                      515.00

Trust Interest  100.00  


       400.00

Funeral Lunch 29,917.81   

  44,031.18                                                

Hall Rental 105.00                           

       230.00                                       

Gold Party                                                             227.53

Total    $37,887.44                                         $79,300.82 Income according to budget  $42,516.35 / 115% over budget

Expenses:

People Costs $8,042.28    


$36,422.44

Repairs

Utilities

Upkeep            6,939.80     

  28,788.30

Total              $14,982.08        

$65,210.74

$65,210.74

 Expenses according to budget $28,426.27/ 77% over budget

GIC’s  

 $15,000 Roof

$25,000  Windows

Rectory Fund Russell Investments  $89,692.79

General Investment Russell Investments $65,126.60

Trimark Investment $12,029.08

	DID YOU KNOW

That we have been donating to the Brant 

Ave Food Bank since at least 2003!

That our “Cookie Walk” began in 1998!

That our ‘Healing Garden’ in the Saint Patrick’s 

Chapel area, was created by Barbara Bond as a 

quiet place for meditation and prayer, in 2002!

That our Union Gas bill in 1997 was $4000.00!!


DATES TO LOOK FORWARD TO

Thursday June 3: “Appreciation Lunch”

 at Pearl Robinson’s, 

149 Waverley Drive (across from the school)

Noon, Rain or Shine

Everyone is welcome, just come!

Monday June 7: ACW Pot Luck (6 pm)and

 “Healthy Chocolate” talk (7 pm) at St D&P

Sunday June 20: Parish Picnic after 10:30 service

held in the “Back Forty”

Please bring a lawn chair, salad or dessert.

Hamburgers & Hot dogs provided

“Darwin Divinity & the Dance of the Cosmos”What comes to mind when you read the title “Darwin, Divinity and the Dance of the Cosmos” ?  Well, a group of St D and P’s members have been exploring that question and many more related questions, over the past few months, when they gather once or twice a month on Wednesdays, to discuss the book of that title written by Bruce Sanguin (a United Church minister).  These discussion gatherings have provided opportunities for the group to explore, both individually and collectively, various understandings of the Christian faith in light of what Bruce Sanguin calls “An Ecological Christianity”.    So in addition to enjoying fellowship this St D and P group has been exploring the links between science, ecology, connections and Judeo-Christian theology.  Where this exploratory discussion group will lead is unclear but it has provided a wealth of insightful discussion.

Submitted by Elin Gwyn










